


 

Village News Issue  101                                         March 2018                                                       Page  2 

Maureen Ledwell Retires from the Limes Surgery  

On January 30th we bid 
farewell to the lovely 
Maureen Ledwell, who 
has worked tirelessly at 
the Limes Medical 
Centre.  
 

Maureen moved to the 
village back in 1974, 
being born and raised in 
Durham, she took a pit-
stop in sunny Islington 
before laying down roots 
in Theydon Bois. She 
initially worked at the 
playgroup which she 
enjoyed immensely, then 
moved her talents into 
the Post Office and yet 
again proved herself a 
hit. Further on she joined the staff in the Chemist, then settled like a 'bird to roost' at the Limes 
surgery, where she has proved to be invaluable, being the first point of call for so many 
villagers. In her role as receptionist  Maureen trained as both a healthcare assistant and a 
phlebotomist, taking blood samples when required amongst her many other duties. 
 

GP and Partner at the Limes, Dr, Katrina Duggins, said that Maureen has been a highly valued 
member of the team for 25 years. She took on board opportunities to develop her skills as a 
Healthcare Assistant and has remained true to the core values of the practice in keeping patients 
at the centre of all decisions. 
  

Maureen has always enjoyed helping people; she does this in the background and doesn't expect 
recognition for doing so. She would rather little fuss be made, and be rewarded with seeing a 
person assisted or supported. Her ability to empathise, listen and be so approachable has stood 
Maureen in good stead in her role, as many villagers have pointed out on our face book 
villagers group. Stepping into such big shoes will be Angela Davis a very approachable, kind 
hearted lady who importantly - loves our village - and is enthusiastic about meeting residents 
old and new.  She will be joining Sandra and new members of the team Simone and Kaysha. 

 

We asked Maureen if her plans for the future included 'putting her feet up' and we were met 
with a resounding 'No.' - Maureen plans to visit family in the USA, to do some voluntary work, 
fit in some yoga and visit the many friends she has made over the years and spend time with her 
family here.  
 

A wonderful tribute to Maureen was put on the Theydon Bois Villagers Group page and reads 
as follows:- After 25 years working for the Limes Medical Centre at Theydon Bois surgery, 
Maureen Ledwell is retiring on Tues 30th January (her last day) You will be sorely missed by 
all the patients and staff and everyone you have helped along the way in all that time! We will 
miss you so much but wish you a lovely, healthy and happy retirement. Many villagers signed 
her farewell card which Maureen is holding in the photo above. 
  

From all of us at the Theydon News Desk - Good luck, best wishes and a huge thank you!  

Dr Katrina Duggins, Maureen & Angela Davis 
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Parish Council Chairmanõs Report  

JOHN PHILIP 

Can I start by wishing all the villagers a Happy New Year. Since the last Village News, we have 
had a couple of major items. Firstly, as flagged up in my last column, the Parish Council ran its 
annual Christmas Market.  There was a very good turnout for this and we had a lot of new stalls.  
 

It was particularly good to have the Prosecco Tent outside Butler and Stag and I know that 
many people really enjoyed the Hog Roast run by Greens. I certainly did. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank all the shop owners who took part in this and special thanks to Belgique 
who, yet again, provided the location for Santaôs Grotto. I also am grateful for all the shops that 
dressed their windows for Christmas and congratulations to Quality and Excellence on their 
winning display.  
 

I am sure you will all have seen the Christmas tree this year. While we had to move the 
location, I feel sure that the size of the tree and brightness of the lights made a great impression. 
People that I talked to all seemed pleased with the display that we were able to put on.  Thanks 
again to the Village Association who allowed us to put the tree at the Village Hall. One final 
thing about Christmas; the Collection at the market and the following morning by Councillors 
and Parish Staff outside the shops in Forest Drive and Coppice Row raised Ã875.57 for the 
Playground at Theydon. Thanks to all the villagers who donated generously over the two days. 
 

At the end of January, we had our budget setting Council meeting. It is here that after several 
months of detailed work, ably led by Cllr Hannibal and Caroline, we finally set out our financial 
plans for the next Council year. We have many areas of expenditure, some stay the same from 
year to year. One example of that is the repayment of the loans which helped construct the 
Village Hall and purchase the Community Centre from ECC.  We also have a wide variety of 
other costs, from staff salaries, running the Cemetery and the Allotments, grass cutting (for 
example the Green), Community events such as our Seniors afternoons and the Christmas 
market. We also allow for one off expenses, like support for PAT and matched funding with 
ECC Highways to get additional work done on pavements in the village.  
 

We have two main sources of income- Cemetery payments and our share of the Council Tax 
(known as the Precept).  Normally, the aim would be to balance the expenditure and the income 
to balance the books. However, this year we have decided to run a deficit budget: that is, to 
spend more than we get in. This is not as risky as it sounds. Over a number of years, we have 
been careful with our expenditure, making sure we got the best prices for things that we needed 
and not spending unnecessarily and as a result, we have been able to build up reserves that 
mean that we are in a financially secure position.  This has meant that we have been able to 
keep our Precept at the same rate as last year.  
 

We recognise that in the future, if we keep doing as much as we do, we may have 
to raise the level of the Precept to match incomings and outgoings, but at this 
stage we are happy that we can keep the costs the same this year.  
 

As a reminder, we have Parish Council meetings on the last Thursday of each 
month in the Village Hall ( see below). These meetings are open to all to attend 
and are a great way of keeping up with what we are doing in the Village. I look 
forward to hopefully seeing some of you at the upcoming meetings.  

29 March Parish Council Meeting with Public Participation -  8pm -  Village Hall 

26 April Parish Council Meeting with Public Participation -  8pm -  Village Hall 

31 May Parish Council Meeting with Public Participation -  8pm -  Village Hall 
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 Theydon Bois Village Association  

Below is a list of the  

Societies associated with 

the  Village Hall especially 

for any new  residents or 

those wishing to take on   

a new activity. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Village Association will be held in the village hall 

 on Wednesday 18
th
 April 2018 at 8pm.  
 

All residents are welcome but only members may vote 

 SOCIETY  CONTACT  TEL  MEETS 
Art Group  Barry Turner 01992 812652 Friday eve (irregular) 

Arts Society (formerly NADFAS) Lis Goodwin 01992 812083 1
st
 Wed. of month 

Badminton  Steve Golding 01992 813697 Monday evening 

Baptist Church Mike McClean 01992 813986   

Bowls  (shortmat) Margaret Jones 01992 814797 Thursday am and pm 

Buxton Trust  Peter Gooch 01992 812908   

Conservative Association Carole Risdon 01992 813724   

Copped Hall Trust Vic Knope 01992 573101   

Drama Society John Haylett 0208 502 0847   

Friends of Cancer  Research  UK      Jean Terry 01992 813480   

Horticultural Society Lee Anderson 01992 814998 Friday eve (irregular) 

Keep Fit Lynn Atalar 01277 205381 Friday morning 

Lace & Craft Club Loes King 01992 812058 Tuesday afternoon 

Rural Preservation  Society Peter Newton 01992 813708   

Railway Circle (Epping) John Woods 0208 508 1764   

St Maryõs Church Rev. John Fry 01992 812744   

Theydon Bois Singers Barbara Lane 01992 574892   

U3A ð Epping Forest Sandra Rosen 0208 504 3911 1
st
 Monday of month 

U3A ð Roding Valley Dave King 0208 508 7648 3
rd
 Monday of month 

Womenõs Institute Doreen Snell 01992 812645 3
rd
 Wed. of month 

Yoga Rosemary Stone 01277 890256 Tuesday morning 
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 News from County Hall  

The New Year has got off to a busy start at Essex County Council. As you will appreciate there 
remains a high level of concerns as some longstanding issues have been resolved new concerns 
are raised including commuter parking and speeding issues  in the village which we need to be 
addressed. As your representative on the local highways panel we now have a number of issues 
that are being evaluated and we hope to see schemes coming forward for consideration. I am 
always happy to raise issues with Highways and where appropriate ask for schemes to be 
considered by the highways panel.    
 

February has also seen the setting of the County Councilôs budget for the coming year. This is 
only the third tax increase in the last eight years, which followed five consecutive years of 
council tax freezes. The County Council has agreed a budget that will see more investment into 
Essex roads, pavements, caring for vulnerable people, elderly residents, schools, skills and meet 
increasing costs of the Living Wage and inflation. 
 

The Council Tax base rate will increase by 2.99% and the Adult Social Care levy by 2%. The 
latter is a surcharge the Government allows Councils who provide social care 
to add to Council Tax bills to meet the growing demands of this crucial 
service. In reality this means that for a Band D property the cost to people 
will be Ã1.12p per week. 
 

Should you wish to discuss any issues  please feel free to contact me. 

Councillor  Chris Whitbread 
County member for Epping & Theydon Bois 

Telephone  07866 749783  

Email:  Cllrchristopher.whitbread@essex.gov.uk   
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Xxxxxxxx  


